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Letter From the Chairman 
 

Another municipal election season has begun!  
 

Amazingly, some observers refer to the  
odd-numbered years as the "off-years"  
politically.  You know as do we that as 
Republicans here in Cuyahoga County, nothing 
could be further from the truth.  With over 200 
incumbent Republicans holding local office, 
and 121 of those Republican office-holders up 
for re-election in 2009 - out of the 420 local  
contests in our county - this year this is very 
much a year of opportunity.  
 

Our mayors in Bay Village, Cuyahoga Heights, 
Mayfield Heights, Olmsted Falls, Rocky River 
and Westlake are all standing for re-election, 
and we are proud to stand with them. Although 
the, 121 local Republican elected officials who 
are up this year, includes 88 members of  
municipal councils and 20 members of local 
boards of education who provide the leadership 
that represents our strength and our future.  
 

We brighten that future and enhance our 
strength by recruiting, supporting and working 
with new candidates - challengers for local  
office.  With filing deadlines approaching in 
June, July and August for elections in 49 area 
communities and all 30 school districts in the 
county, we need qualified, experienced,  
willing Republicans to consider taking up the 
mantle of leadership and service to their  
community by running for local office.  
 

If that person may be you or someone you 
know, please contact the RPCC's new Political  

Director, Jen Thrasher (Profile Inside), for a  
complete list of filing deadlines and information 
about becoming a candidate.  
 

With the election season having just begun, there 
is already good news for the citizens of Cuyahoga 
County that our growing local strength coincides 
with a weakening of the corrupt county  
Democrat political machine. Two incumbent  
Democrats, who prominently put party ahead of 
duty and personal aspirations ahead of public  
service, were defeated in the May primaries. As 
the federal investigation and ultimately  
prosecution of public corruption continues, now is 
the time for the citizens of Cuyahoga County to 
unite and stand together to move the County  
forward.  
 

We can not grow as a region without new  
leadership, and it is up to local Republicans to  
answer that call. 

Check out these snapshots 
from the Lincoln Day Dinner  

Featuring Karl Rove 



John Lasko is the Republican candidate for Mayor in 
North Olmsted.  Elected city-wide two times by to the 
North Olmsted Board of Education, John Lasko, 56, has 
built his reputation in public office by demanding  
transparency in the school system, and accountability to 
the taxpayers. Now, John Lasko is taking his no-nonsense 
approach to City Hall. 
 

A North Olmsted resident for over 25 years, with his wife, 
Margie, while having raised six children, operating a  
successful law practice and serving on multiple boards 
and commissions including chairing the Planning &  
Design Commission for the past four years, John Lasko is 

ready to tackle the larger issues facing North Olmsted. 
 

Since advancing through the May 5th Primary Election, the Lasko for Mayor campaign is marching 
on towards the General Election in November.  As the last of four candidates to formally file his 
candidacy for the office, John Lasko was able to finish in the top two and in doing so eliminated the 
sitting mayor from advancing to the November 3rd General Election. 
 

Republican volunteers from across the county and his core group of North Olmsted supporters 
helped John knock on hundreds of doors, distribute thousands of literature pieces and make over 
5000 phone calls from his kitchen table in the two weeks before Election Day.  The grassroots  
efforts of these local volunteers made the difference in the Primary, and an even greater effort is 
going to be needed to ensure a November victory against the County Democratic Party candidate. 
 

!Ó -ÁÙÏÒȟ *ÏÈÎ ,ÁÓËÏȭÓ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÁÎ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔ ÎÅ×  
businesses and thus shift the tax burden off of homeowners.  Also, he will work to enhance the  
visual appeal of the city by repairing streets.  Additionally, he pledges to restructure the allocation 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÆÕÎÄ ÔÏ ÓÈÉÆÔ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÔÏ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÂÙ ÃÏÎÄÅÎÓÉÎÇ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÖÅ 
costs at City Hall.  
 
 

John Lasko will be having grassroots events throughout the summer.  Please call 440-777-0331 
or e-mail vote@laskoformayor.com if you would like to help. 
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Enjoy all the benefits 
of  RPCC Executive  
Committee, PLUS  
some more!  
 

The perks of being an 
Executive CommitteePLUS member are that you receive a complimentary ticket 
and VIP access to all sessions of the RPCC Quarterly Breakfast series, in addition to 
voting privileges and invitations to all RPCC Events.  Additionally, you will receive a 
complimentary ticket to the RPCC Annual Picnic in August!  
 

The dues for the Executive CommitteePLUS are $250. If you are already an  
Executive Committee member you can upgrade to a Executive CommitteePLUS 
member for only $150 more! 

 Executive CommitteePLUS 
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Meet the RPCC Political Director: Jen Thrasher 
Presented by ED Steven Backiel 
In May, Jennifer came on as our Political Director. Jennifer received a B.S. in 
"ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÆÒÏÍ ,ÁËÅ %ÒÉÅ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÁÎÄ Á -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÏÆ !ÐÐÌÉÅÄ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
Ray C. Bliss Institute at Akron University. While working on her 
 ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓȟ *ÅÎÎÉÆÅÒ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÉÎÔÅÒÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ /ÈÉÏ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÎ 
Party, which led to her future involvement in the 2008 presidential  
campaign.  

 

Jennifer was  the Stark County Victory Director for the McCain campaign, 
which was one of the top producing centers in Ohio for voter contact. Jen is a 
resident of Lakewood and is excited to be working with the County GOP. In 
the future, Jen would like to continue her political career in Ohio or  
Washington D.C.  When she is not engaged in politics, she enjoys going to  
concerts and is excited to explore the revitalized Cleveland music scene.   
 

Contact Information: Office Number -  216.621.5415 & email - jthrasher@cuyahogacountygop.com.  

Ȱρππ $!93ȟ ρππ -)34!+%3ȱ  
Joe Scarborough, Glenn Beck and many 
ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÏÎ /ÂÁÍÁȭÓ ÓÈÏÒÔȟ ÅÒÒÏÒ ÐÒÏÎÅ 
time in office 
 

3. This year's budget deficit: $1.5 trillion.  
 

4. Asks his Cabinet to cut costs in their departments 
by $100 million -- a whopping .0027%!  
 

11.  The Picture of Obama and Hugo Chavez  
shaking hands (right) 
 

19. Nixes a "buy American" provision in the stimulus 
bill. 
 

24. Rasmussen finds 58% of Americans believe the Obama administration's release of CIA 
memos endangers the national security of the United States.  
 

37. "The Obama administration has directed defense officials to sign a pledge stating they 
will not share 2010 budget data with individuals outside the federal government." 
 -- Defense News, 2/19  
 

53. Three candidates for ambassador to the Vatican -- including Caroline Kennedy -- were 
turned down by the Holy See because they supported abortion, according to reports.  
 

59. Firing Rick Wagoner as president of GM.  
 

72. On Earth Day, Obama took two flights on Air Force One and four on Marine One to get 
to Iowa, burning more than 9,000 gallons of fuel.  
 

91. The $49 million inauguration -- triple what taxpayers spent at Bush's 1st inauguration.  
 

Scarborough, Joe. "100 days, 100 mistakes." New York Post 25 Apr 2009 Web.19 May 2009. <http://

www.nypost.com/seven/04252009/postopinion/opedcolumnists/100_days__100_mistakes_166177.htm?page=0>. 



www.cuyahogacountygop.com 
           Newsletter :: Volume 5, Issue 1 

  In  This Issue:   Candidate Spotlight  - John Lasko 
         /ÂÁÍÁȭÓ &ÉÒÓÔ ρππ $ÁÙÓȟ ρππ -ÉÓÔÁËÅÓ 

Upcoming Events  
June 
Wednesday June 3, 2009  
West Park Republican Club Meeting 
7:00 PM at 4583 W. 130th St 
Contact: Richard May at 216-252-7202 
 

Thursday June 4, 2009  
Greater Cleveland Young Republicans  
7:00 PM at Johnny's Little Bar (Upstairs)  
614 Frankfort Ave., Downtown Cleveland 
Contact: GCYRS@yahoo.com   
  

Thursday June 4, 2009  
North Royalton Republican Club Meeting 
7:30 PM at 14600 State Rd.  
Contact: Ken Wolnik 440-237-3055 
 

Saturday, June 6, 2009  
ORP Candidate Training Seminar 
8:30 am at 6565 Kilgour Place, Dublin Ohio  
Contact: hall@ohiogop.org  
 

Saturday, June 6, 2009  
GCYR 2009 Memorial Golf Outing  
10:00 am - Briarwood Golf Course 
Contact: GCYRS@yahoo.com  
 

 

Wednesday June 10, 2009  
Rocky River Republican Club 
7:00 PM at 1600 Hampton Road  
Contact: Paul Gallagher at 216-496-2843  
 

Wednesday, June 10, 2009  
Seven Hills Republican Club Steak Roast  
6:00 pm at City Hall Pavilion, Seven Hills 
Contact: Diane Bittel 328-8513  
 

Thursday, June 11, 2009  
Fundraiser for Rep Nan Baker with Special 
Guest Min. Leader Bill Batchelder 
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm at The Club at Key Center  
 

Thursday June 11, 2009  
Parma Republican Club Meeting  
7:30 PM at 6617 Ridge Road in Parma 
Contact: Joe Borsuk deignerx@sbcglobal.net  
 

Friday, June 12, 2009  
David Morris for State Representative 
6:00PM at Yorktown Lanes Parma Hts. 
Contact: damorris_us@yahoo.com  
 

Thursday, June 18, 2009  
John Lasko for Mayor Fundraiser 
More Details to come 
Contact: 440-777-0331 
www.laskoformayor.com 

 

July  
Wednesday, July 08-12, 2009  
92 .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ Ȭπω - Indianapolis 
Register at www.yrindy2009.com/index.htm 
 

Wednesday, July 15 or 22, 2009  
Mayfield Hts. Republican Club Picnic 
6:00 pm at Oakville Park, Mayfield Hts. 
Contact: Don Manno 440-442-4151 
 

Friday, July 17, 2009  
Senator Patton Golf Outing 
10:00 am at Mallard Creek Golf Club, 
Contact: kwarren@svacommunications.com 

August 
**SAVE THE DATE** 
Saturday, August 29, 2009 
RPCC Annual Picnic  
Edgewater Park  
More details to come!! 
 

For more information on 
these and other local events  

visit our website: 

cuyahogacountygop.com 

Save The Date  RPCC Picnic Saturday Aug. 29th 


